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Just about everyone has somewhere special visited when young, a place that glows in memory. For some it may be a library
or game arcade, for others a baseball field or bookstore. For Jay Carlson, growing up in western Massachusetts in the early
1990s, the center of the universe was the video rental store. This was before streaming, before Netflix, before DVDs. DThe
*videocassette player was the summit of consumer technology.

He grew up, got married, had children, went to work in the finance department of a retailer. Technology moved on, but his
heart did not. One day, he saw in his local comics store a tape of “Ghostbusters,” the first movie his parents let him pick out
himself. It was $7, still *sealed from the factory.

“I said to my wife, ‘I think I might start collecting tapes,” Mr. Carlson, 43, said. “I was taking a piece of my childhood back.”
Many others are, too. The stock market, real estate and *cryptocurrencies did poorly in 2022, but the global luxury goods
market grew 20 percent. People may have had less, but they spent more on fine arts and *collectibles that serve no function
except to provide pleasure.

The culture is bursting with new material — every day, thousands of new books are published and 100,000 new songs are
released on Spotify — but the old stuff offers a sweeter emotional payoft for many. It could be tapes or posters or pictures or
comics or coins or sports cards or memorabilia. It might be from their childhood or the childhood they never had, or it might
merely express a longing to be anywhere but 2023.

When Mr. Carlson first began to look for sealed VHS cassettes, they were considered so much plastic trash. “Back to the
Future,” “The Goonies,” “Blade Runner,” were about $20 each on eBay. He put them on a shelf, little windows into his past,
and started an Instagram account called Rare and Sealed.

At the same time, advances in technology mean it is ever easier to buy expensive things online. *Bids at auctions routinely
reach tens, even hundreds, of thousands of dollars.

(@)(are/ eagerly/ is/ new/ old/ one/ people/ seeking/ technology/ technology/ the/ thing/ with). *Cormac McCarthy’s typewriter,
which he used to write a shelf of important novels, went for a quarter-million dollars. An Apple 1 computer fetched nearly
twice that. A first-generation iPhone, still sealed in its box, sold for $21,000 in December and triple that in February.

Twenty years ago, *Heritage had four categories: coins, comics, movie posters and sports. Now it has more than 50, which
generated revenue of $1.4 billion last year. Everything, at least in theory, is collectible.

The publicity around the sale brought Mr. Carlson, whose email address is on the Heritage website, many offers of tapes. One
man said he had put together a time capsule for his son, who was born on Christmas Day 1982. “Rocky III” had just come out,
so he included a brandnew copy. He threw in “Rocky I’ and “Rocky IT”” as well. They’d cost $60 each. The three tapes, all with
factory seals, *fetched $53,750 in a February auction.

The problem is, older historical items that were previously unknown are becoming rare. Every *barn, basement and *attic has
been *ransacked for treasures. New items related to Washington or Lincoln, for instance, are nearly impossible to find.

Data can mislead as well as illuminate. Two years ago, an Australian video game player named Karl Jobst released a popular
video that made *allegations of *fraud against Heritage. At the heart of the *accusations is the question of grading. In the 1980s,
ratings companies began offering numerical scores for coins at auction. In theory, that meant bidders knew exactly what they
were getting without having to examine each lot personally.

Ratings accelerated the development of online auctions, with the practice spreading to sports cards, comic books and, more
recently, game cartridges and videotapes.

After grading, items are inserted into hard plastic cases to prevent wear. Just like a photo-match, a high grade *reassures
potential bidders that the object is, indeed, something special.

Valarie Spiegel, who oversees video games at Heritage, explained the difference grades can make between a Super Mario
cartridge that goes for $1.56 million and one that goes for $31,000: 9.8 is a trophy-level grade,” whereas “8.5 is not.”

The thrill of a collection is that it is real — you can take it off the shelf. This is also, of course, the problem with collecting.
Collections can easily overwhelm a house, a life.

A program being tested at eBay uses a vault in Delaware to store sports cards. 3Collectors cannot visit their treasures.

Mr. Carlson, the videocassette expert, is not so sure he would want to use a *vault. He likes seeing his tapes too much. In any
case, his collection is not growing much these days. He’s wrapped up in his job at Heritage. And then there’s the problem of
money, or lack of it.

“Some of the tapes I like go beyond my budget,” he said.

—David Streitfeld, "Yes, People Will Pay $27,500 for an Old ‘Rocky’ Tape. Here' s Why,"
New York Times, Apr 18, 2023. © The New York Times Company (adapted)
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