e
B
o

AR BEQIRTREREICRATRZ &



FHEE T koxEzzs, MUTFORMEICEXL, B 3358

Never underestimate the mind of a crow. Members of a family of birds that includes

crows have been known to bend wire into hooks to retrieve food; drop nuts in a road so
(1

passing cars will crack them open; and recognize humans who have posed a threat,

harassing them on-sight even months after their first encounter. But some of the smartest
crows of all may be found in the animal *physiology lab at the University of Tiibingen in

Germany. It’s there that the birds are rnasterinzgy a skill you couldn’t manage until you
2]

were up to 4 years old: counting.

In a new study published in Science, researchers trained three crows to emit one to
four *caws in response to seeing the numbers 1, 2, 3, or 4 projected on a screen(.g)’l‘he birds
also learned to count out the proper number of vocalizations when cued by sounds, with a
guitar chord eliciting a single caw, a cash register eliciting two, a drum roli signaling three,
and a *frequency sweep calling for four. In doing so, the birds matched or beat the

4)
arithmetic skills of human children who often don’t master basic counting until

kindergarten.
Says animal physiologist and study co-author Andreas Nieder: “When faced with a set
of three objects and asked, ‘How many? *toddlers recite the speech sounds ‘one, two,

three’ or even ‘one, one, one.” We show that crows have the ability to count vocally [too].”
(5)

An(d crows aren’t the only creatures that understand simple math. Similar skills have

6)

been observed in studies of comparatively intelligent animals including gorillas, dolphins,

elephants, the *rhesus macaque, and the *squirrel and capuchin monkeys. Even the less-
clever rat can *fathom basic arithmetic, with a recent study in Science Advances showing
that the animals can be trained to hear two or three tones and then press a button
corresponding to one number or the other. The learning didn’t come easy: It took two
months for the rats to make )that distinction, but it was the fact that they could do it at all
— not that they were slow (()7n the *uptake — that was the true news.

—Jeffrey Kluger, “What Animal Studies Are Revealing About Their Minds — and
OQurs,” Time, June 5, 2024 (adapted)
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My son just completed high school and when he leaves for college in the fall my life
will change in ways I'm still struggling to *contemplate. Among the things I'll miss most
are his lessons in teenage slang. My son has always been generous with me, and I've
found the slang of his generation to be so much better and more ( { I've, O any, /\ than,

(1)
—that, 7~ useful, “\ ever) used. His slang has also offered me an accidental and useful

portrait of how he and his generation see the world.

The primary value of slang has been to create linguistic *shibboleths, a way to
differentiate yourself quickly from other people. Sometimes the distinction was
generational, sometimes it was racial, and sometimes it was *ideological, but the slang
itself was ultimately a form of social *etiquette. From one generation to the next, the
terms changed, but the meanings typically didn’t. New words were usuallsé\( ) to
express familiar concepts. ,

“Mid” is an obvious example. I don’t think it even qualifies as teenage slang anymore

— it’s too useful and, by now, too widespread. In my son’s usage, things that are mid are

things that are essentially average or slightly below. You can’t really complain about them,
i

but they produce no joy. They're often the result of the refinement of market research to
the exact level that *tepid consumer acceptance is achieved. Everything in Starbucks falls
into the category of “mid.” So does everything in an airport. It’s a brilliant, precise word
for a world full of mild disappointments, where the corner bakery that used to do some
things well and other things poorly has been reliably replaced by yet another *Le Pain
Quotidien.

But my favorite new slang word is “based” @\)( ) “based in fact” or “based in
reality” and often used as a term orf assent when someone states a *controversial opinion.
“Canada should join the United Sta(xaz:s,” one might say, to which someone else might reply,
“Based.” It’s typically used for political subjects but it can have a wider social utility: “Luka
Doncic should be the M.V.P. of the *N.B.A.”” “Based.” “Based” is a perfect word, a
necessary word, to describe the informational chaos we inhabit. The fact that being based

(6)
in reality now qualifies as a compliment is evidence that kids like my son have come of age

—_ 5 —



in (a climate in which misinformation, *hype and fraud are so *endemic that exceptions are
notiible. For them, to encounter something based in reality is rare enough to deserve its
own distinct *shorthand.

Young people, as they have from the beginning of time, are figuring out exclusive
terms to describe their world. As always, it’s a world that the olds cannot comprehend or
absorb. The world of my son’s generation is a dark one — full of corporate *triumph and
the defeat of public spirit, where systems of meaning are spoiling and a lack of clarity is
spreading.

The kids themselves are the onl(y bright spot, which is why Pm so grateful my son
offered me a glimpse into the languagi) of his generation. Another purpose of slang is to
demonstrate generational distinction, yet slang has brought my son and me closer. It’s
taught me that the current crop of teenagers created a language to describe the defective
reality we've abandoned them to, and in doing so they've proved themselves less deceived
and more innovative than we were.

—Stephen Marche. “Today’s Teenagers Have Invented a Language That Captures the

World Perfectly,” The New York Times, June 25, 2024 (adapted)

Today’ s Teenagers Have Invented a Language That Captures
the World PerfectlV by Stephen Marche (c) The New York Times Company
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~—Jane Pipkin, “Influencers Helped Cause Overtourism. Can They Help Fix Jt?”
The Japan Times, July 29, 2024 (adapted)
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