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This is the English translation of the research of “Faces” of Onomichi research group (Naoki HIRAYAMA,
Mariko FUJIMOTO, Tsukasa YOSHIDA (Department of Japanese Literature), Ikuko MORIMOTO
(Department of Economics, Management and Information Science)). This translation was published in
the poster exhibition in Onomichi Bungaku Zanmai (at Shimanami Koryu-kan, on 7 December 2024) as
a part of our activity in 2024.
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“Faces” of Onomichi: Image Formation as a City (TE# 0 T8, - LTHAA—IERK—1)

Introduction
The research conducted in 2023 has discussed the formation of various kinds of “faces” of
Onomichi with particular regard to three kinds of materials: present-day linguistic materials, early
modern (Edo period) haikai (o Japanese poem in 5-7-5, 7-7 syllabic form), concerning sake, and
modern (18™-19™C) visual materials. The followings are abstracts translated into English with an
intention to share the concepts of this research with the broader world.
HIRAYAMA, Naoki (Department of Japanese Literature)
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Faces of “Onomichi”: Searching Through Linguistic Materials

Descriptions of “Onomichi” city can be found among written texts, such as contemporary travel
guidebooks, Aozora-Bunko (a reference service of electronic books including large number of literary
works of Taisho and Showa periods) and Shinbun-kijji Bunko (a collection of newspaper materials
between the end of Meiji and Showa periods). By searching the word “Onomichi” in these materials,
we can observe its characteristics in each age and its changing image through the ages. In the present-
day materials, “Onomichi” occurs with the words related to retro tourism, such as “nostalgia” and
“elegance.” In addition, words about the landscape such as “sea” and “slope” are used with
“Onomichi.” However, in most modern texts, “Onomichi” is described as a large city which has a

railroad and is prosperous with its business.



Therefore, the various faces that the city has had, past and present, come to the fore when we
examine what words are used to describe the “city” and what words “city” appears with. Although

”

most labels like “City of --” might be temporary, this study conveyed the delight of observing the

overlapping multiple faces of “Onomichi.”
FUJIMOTO, Mariko (Department of Japanese Literature)
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Onomichi and Sake: Using Early Modern Haikaias a Clue

Using early modern haikaias a clue, with special reference to those related to “Onomichi-sake,”
the “face” of Onomichi, which cannot easily be seen today, was focused on. First, as an introduction,
some examples of haikairelated to the scenery of Onomichi’s mountains and sea were introduced, and
were confirmed to have something in common with the image of Onomichi today. Next the main topic, a
haikai about Onomichi-sake was introduced, “ Naganagashiku mo neburi koso sure yamadori no
Onomichi-sake wo tabe eite,” which is included in Enoko-shu (a collection of haikai). It was pointed
out that this hAaikaiwas based on a waka poem, “Ashibiki no yamadori no o no shidari o no naganagashi
yo wo hitori ka mo nen,” which is included in Shui-Waka-shu (a collection of waka poems) and other
collections, additionally with presentation of an interpretation of the Aaikai. After that, using various
materials other than haikai, the reality of Onomichi-sake was explored and it was confirmed that it was
once known as a local specialty. Finally, the current state of Onomichi-sake was described and brought
to light the historical charm of Onomichi that had been overlooked.

YOSHIDA, Tsukasa (Department of Japanese Literature)
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Medialization of “Onomichi”: From Early Modern to Modern Japan

The process of how the image of the city of Onomichi was “mediatized” was examined through
materials from the early modern and modern periods, when Onomichi was developing most. In particular,
the focus was on visual materials such as travel writing (manuscripts) from the early modern period,
flyers from the modern period, Bingo-no-Sakigake (a shop information of the area), and postcards
from the late Meiji to Showa periods. Examining such materials, the changes in Onomichi were traced
as it gradually came to be “viewed from the outside,” focusing on the town, port, and station.

MORIMOTO, Ikuko (Department of Economics, Management and Information Science)
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Introduction k
The research conducted in 2023 has discussed the formation of various
kinds of “faces” of Onomichi with particular regard to three kinds of materials:
present-day linguistic materials, early modern {Edo period) Aaikas (o Jopanese
poem in 5-7-5, 7-7 syllabic form), concerning sake, and modern (| 8| FhC)
visual materials. The follewings are abstracts translated into English with an
intention to share the concepts of this research with the broader world.
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Faces of “Onomichi”: Searching Through Linguistic Materials

Descriptions of “Cnomichi” city can be found among written texts, such as
centemporary travel guidebooks, Aczora-Bunke (a reference service of
electronic books including large number of literary works of Taisho and Showa
perieds) and Shinbun-kiji Bunko (a collection of newspaper materials between
the end of Meiji and Showa periods). By searching the word “Onomichi” in
these materials, we can observe its characteristics in each age and its
changing image through the ages. In the present-day materials, “Onomich!”
occurs with the words reloted to retro tourism, such as “nostalgic” and
“elegance.” In addition, words about the landscape such as “sea” and “slope”
are used with “Onomichi.” However, in most modern texts, “Onomichi” is
described as a large city which has o roilroad and is prosperous with its
business.

Therefore, the various foces that the city has hod, past and present, come
to the fore when we examine whot words are used to describe the “city” and
what words “city” appears with. Although most labels like “City of -**” might be
temporary, this study conveyed the delight of observing the overlapping
multiple faces of “Onomichi.”
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Onomichi and Sake: Using Early Modern Haikaias a Clue

Using early modern Aagikai as a clue, with special reference to those related
to “Onomichi-sake,” the “face” of Onomichi, which cannot easily be seen today,
was focused on. First, as an introduction, some examples of Aaika/ related to
the scenery of Onomichi's mountains and sea were introduced, and were
confirmed to have something in common with the image of Onomichi today. Next
the main topic, a Aaikai about Onomichi-sake was introduced, “Naganagashiku
mo neburi koso sure yamadori no Onomichi-sake wo tabe eite,” which is
included in Enoko-shu (a collection of haikaiy. It was pointed out that this
haikai was based on a waka poem, “Ashibiki no yomadori ne o no shidari ¢ no
naganagashi yo wo hitori ka mo nen,” which is included in Shui-Woka-shu (a
collection of woke poems) and other collections, additionally with presentation
of an interpretation of the hafkai. After that, using various materials other than
haikal, the reclity of Onomichi-soke was explored and it was confirmed that it
was once known as a local specialty. Finally, the current state of Onomichi-sake
was described and brought to light the historical charm of Onomichi that had
been overlooked.
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Medialization of “Onomichi”: From Early Modern to Modern Japan

The process of how the image of the city of Onomichi was “mediatized” was
examined through materials from the early modern and modern periods, when
Onamichi was developing most. In particular, the focus was on visual materials
such as travel writing (manuscripts) from the early modern period, flyers from
the modern period, Bingo-no-Sakigoke (a shop information of the area), and
posteards from the late Meiji to Showa periods, Examining such materials, the
changes in Onomichi were fraced as it gradually came to be “viewed from the
outside,” fecusing on the town, port, and statien.
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